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02/01/07

Logan County Health Department

Administrative Conference Room

	

	Type of meeting:  Subcommittee Meetings

10 am  Medical/Support

2 pm  Communication
	
	Facilitator:  

Molly Jo Ehlert


	

	

	

	----- Agenda Topics -----

	

	Pan Flu Update
	Molly Jo Ehlert
	

	Influenza and Avian Influenza Statistics
	Molly Jo Ehlert
	

	Pan Flu Grant
	Molly Jo Ehlert
	

	Community Outreach Update
	Molly Jo Ehlert
	

	Subcommittee Discussion
	
	

	

	Other Information

	Special notes:
	


Please let me know if there are other topics you would like added to the agenda.  Thank you.

The subcommittee discussion will review the conclusions from the last meeting in addition to new and/or current planning endeavors.
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Logan Count Health Department

Administrative Conference Room

	

	Type of meeting:
	
	Facilitator:
	

	

	

	---------- Agenda Topics ----------

	

	Pan Flu Update
	Molly Jo Ehlert
	

	
	Discussion:  Logan County Statistics – Reported (phoned in from doctor’s offices) cases from 12/01/07 through 01/25/07 

	
	equaled 27 cases.  The younger population has been the most affected.  Only four cases were B strain; the rest were A   

	
	strain.  

	
	Conclusions:

	
	

	
	Action items:
	Person responsible:
	Deadline:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Influenza and Avian Influenza Statistics
	Molly Jo Ehlert
	

	
	Discussion:  National Wildlife Health Center Avian Influenza information at http://www.nwhc.usga.gov/disease_information/avian_influenza/avian_influenza_information.jsp 

	
	Department of Defense Surveillance Summary (01/07 – 01/13) – email attachment

	
	US Weekly Surveillance Summary (ending January 20) – email attachment

	
	WHO Cumulative Number of Confirmed Human Cases H5N1 - http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/country/cases_table_2007_02_06/en/index.html 

	
	CDC Pan Flu Update – email attachment
WHO Vaccine Early Release – http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/guidelines/earlyrelease2007/en/print.html 

	
	Action items:
	Person responsible:
	Deadline:

	
	Only provide minimal statistics and updates in meeting.  Implement details and documents in the meeting minutes instead.
	Molly
	Next Meeting

	
	
	
	


	Pan Flu Grant
	Molly Jo Ehlert
	

	
	Discussion:  Milestone 5.4 Exercise, Evaluate, and Correct for objectives on non-pharmacological interventions 

	
	Milestone 5.2 Conduct follow-up community assessment 

	
	Distributed School Closing Tabletop Exercise Observer’s Report and Illinois Respirator Regulations

	
	Conclusions:  

	
	Capture information for 5.4 via questions to report that was distributed

	
	Action items:
	Person responsible:
	Deadline:

	
	Complete community assessment in May or Junes (when released by IDPH).  
	Molly
	May/June

	
	
	
	


	Community Outreach Update
	Molly Jo Ehlert
	

	
	Discussion:  National Association of City and County Health Officials National Preparedness Summit – presenting in a breakout session Making the Case for Rural Preparedness.  For information , go to http://www.phprep.org/index.shtml 

	
	Presented information regarding PICC to Region 2E in last BT Regional Meeting in Peoria

	
	

	
	Conclusions:

	
	

	
	Action items:
	Person responsible:
	Deadline:

	
	Thank you for helping build relationships and open opportunities!!!
	N/A
	N/A

	
	
	
	


	Subcommittee Discussion
	
	

	
	Discussion:  Refer to the special notes section (page 4).

	
	LCHD has adopted the American Red Cross Pan Flu series to supplement existing research and educational materials.  The DVD, an 18-minute segment on pan flu, has been developed for an individual who may not have much background information on pan flu or seasonal flu.  This may be a beneficial tool for your organization to provide pan flu education.  LCHD owns two copies of the DVD.  Currently, I have one copy available for use, as one has already been “checked out.”  

	
	

	
	Conclusions:

	
	

	
	Action items:
	Person responsible:
	Deadline:

	
	If interested in utilizing the DVD in your organization, please contact me.  When a copy is available, I will get it to you.
	Coalition members
	N/A

	
	
	
	


	Other Information

	Special notes:
	


Medical/Support Subcommittee
Members Present:  Steve Siltman, Bob Thomas, Barb Kline, Matt Brown, and Molly Jo Ehlert

Discussion:  Continued from the December meeting, a resource sharing inventory management system was discussed.  LCHD shared its idea of a web-based tool, which would allow all organizations to update independently.  The LEPC resource directory would be a starting point.  Stockpiling of resources, such as gowns, gloves, and masks, would be beneficial.  Barb Kline informed the group of the rotation system the POD hospital utilizes.  If we are going to go ahead with stockpiling of supplies and medicines, this would need to be researched further (vendor HD Smith).  As LCHD updates its SNS Plan this spring, it will include an update for the pharmacy inventory.  A survey will be disseminated to all pharmacies to obtain shelf capacity for particular antibiotics and supplies.  
Follow-up items (findings):  

· Research virus survival and time contagious dead.  As far as I have researched, most Mass Fatality Management Plans concentrate on prevention and protection, implementing safeguards and personal protective equipment as if only deceased individuals succumbed to contagious influenza would be handled.  The modes of transmission include direct contact and respiratory droplets via coughing, sneezing, etc.  Face shields should be worn to prevent accidental eye contact with airborne droplets of sputum and excreta, and a surgical mask should be work to prevent inhalation of the same.  The National Association of City and County Health Officials in its Local Health Department Guide to Pandemic Influenza Planning Version 1.0 (http://www.naccho.org/topics/infectious/emerging/avian.cfm#supplemental) references the Mass Fatalities Appendix of the Canadian Pandemic Influenza Plan (http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/cpip-pclcpi/ann-i_e.html).  Part 2.2 – Infection Control – provides general recommendations on infection control for health care facilities and non-traditional sites during a pandemic.  It states that “special infection control measures are not required for the handling of persons who died from influenza, as the body is not contagious after death.”  It does state, however, that funeral homes should take special precautions with deaths from influenza.  The LCHD Pan Flu Preparedness and Response Plan Annex E Mass Fatality Management, written with guidance from the IDPH template for local health departments, includes the purpose, organization and responsibilities, Logan County morgue capacity, temporary morgue locations and characteristics.  Annex E states that the coroner has the ultimate responsibility for the collection, identification, storage, and release of deceased victims, as well as necessary training to responders, medical personnel, and morticians.  Infection control measures and PPE are detailed in Annex F.   The handling of the infected deceased may need to be more detailed in Annex E and F.  As further guidance is released, it will be implemented into the plan.
· Emphasize importance of seasonal vaccine to employees.  How to help employer push all employees to obtain vaccine?  LCHD can provide educational outreach to organizations for influenza vaccines.

· Could the Red Cross food distribution to home bound be utilized to push meds out in a mass prophylaxis situation, or mass masking, etc.?  This would be an option but has a lot of implications.  
· Research grant opportunities for stockpiling.  If and when applicable grant opportunities evolve, I will inform the coalition.
Barriers:  The complexity of pandemic influenza and its planning initiatives is overwhelming.  A worksheet describing the situation, actions, and resources will be developed for the next meeting to steer our planning efforts.
Communications Subcommittee
Members present:  Jean Anderson, Jean Ann Miller, Jan Youngquist, Terry Storer, Matt Brown, Donald Begolka, Angela Stoltenburg, Margie Harris, and Molly Jo Ehlert

Discussion:  First of all, it was emphasized in order to reassure members that the LCHD has written messages for media and public in the event of any situation.  LCHD webpages for preparedness and pandemic influenza are updated as necessary or as time allows.  Again, it was discussed that all communication should be specific and consistent.  Message maps for pandemic flu were introduced, which have been developed by the Region 2E PIO Worgroup.  Once finalized, LCHD will distribute to coalition.  These will ensure that the Logan County public is receiving the same messages.  LCHD reviews all materials before released to the public, if it is associated with public health.  Therefore, if the coalition members have information that should be provided to the public, please obtain LCHD’s approval regarding the release of public health public information.  Further, in the midst of an incident, regular briefings will occur and redefined messages will result as necessary.  In regards to special needs, Terry brought up the fact that 6% of the population in Logan was Spanish-speaking, which may reason for the uploading of Spanish fact sheets, etc. on the website.  To target the school-age population, Jean Anderson stated that public information regarding pan flu and seasonal influenza could be placed with supply lists in July at Walmart.  
Follow-up items (findings):

· Continue website updates.  LCHD will update according to necessity and time.
· Identify all places of business and develop a list to disseminate information to the public (ie grocery stores, convenience stores, etc.).  LCHD will develop as a worksheet in its resource directory.
· Affirm state-wide consistency in messages.  Lincoln College concerned whether parents in the Chicago-land area will be receiving same message as the students.  Regionally, counties collaborate to ensure consistent, credible messages.  When an public health incident occurs, the local health department reports directly to IDPH.  Therefore, with guidance from the state and CDC, all messages state-wide will be reliable.  It should not be a worry that any discrepancies will exist.  
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